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Habitat Celebrates Second Annual
Community Award Breakfast

OnWednesday, May 27,2026, Monroe County Habitat for
Humanity proudly hosted our Second Annual Community
Award Breakfast, Honoring Our Past, Building Our
Future, graciously hosted by Camelback Resort. The
event brought together community leaders, supporters,
volunteers, partners, and friends to celebrate two
significant milestones: the 50th Anniversary of Habitat for
Humanity International and to recognize one of our

longtime community partners, Lowe's Home Improvement,

for their continued generosity and commitment to our
mission.

Building on the success of last year's Blueprints &
Breakfast, which honored Weiler Abrasives, this year's
breakfast continued a growing tradition of bringing our
community together in support of safe, affordable, and
equitable housing throughout Monroe County. The
morning began at 8:00 AM in Camelback Resort's
conference ballroom, where attendees gathered for
breakfast before hearing an opening prayer from Semih
Kiyma of the Chestnut Retreat Center.
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Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Executive Director
Scott J. Fabian then welcomed guests with remarks
reflecting on Habitat for Humanity International's 50 years
of building strength, stability, and self-reliance through
shelter. Fabian also reaffirmed our affiliate's ongoing
commitment to expanding access to safe, affordable, and
equitable housing throughout Monroe County.

Semih Kiyma of the Chestnut Retreat Center opening our
Second Annual Community Award Breakfast with a prayer.

continued on the next page —
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< continued from the previous page

Honoring Lowe's Home
Improvement

Following breakfast, Fabian invited Donna and Tyler,
managers of the Mount Pocono Lowe's Home
Improvement, to accept this year's Community Award.
Their store was recognized for its outstanding partnership
with the Monroe County Habitat for Humanity ReStore,
generously donating brand-new products since the store's
opening two years ago. Their continued support has
helped strengthen the ReStore while directly advancing
Habitat's mission within our community. The presentation
concluded with commemorative plaques and photographs
celebrating the Lowe's team and their dedication to
helping local families.

Thank You to Our
Supporters

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity extends our sincere
gratitude to everyone who made this event possible.
Thank you to our volunteers for their hard work,
Camelback Resort for their outstanding hospitality, and to
allwho attended in support of our mission. We also
gratefully acknowledge our event sponsors: Barbara J. Hill,
Camelback Resort, Mark Dodel & Dr. Patricia Rylko, the
Mattioli Foundation, the Andie Katz Team, Wilkins &
Associates, the Abeloff Foundation, First Northern Bank
and Trust, and Kistler Printing Company.

Looking Ahead

We look forward to continuing this tradition at our Third
Annual Community Award Breakfast next year and thank
our community for its unwavering support of affordable
housing in Monroe County. Together, we are honoring our
past, building our future, and creating lasting opportunities
for local families to achieve the strength, stability, and
independence that comes with a place to callhome.

Lowe’s managers receiving plaques recognizing their long-standing
commitment to Monroe County Habitat for Humanity and the local
community.

View photos of our Second
Annual Community Award
Breakfast online.
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Jesus was a carpenter, and a builder. Through Habitat, we
have been privileged to become builders, too, not only of
houses, but of families, lives and hope.”

-President Jimmy Carter, Habitat for Humanity Volunteer

Together, we can ensure that everyone in Monroe
County has a safe, affordable, & equitable place to live.

Building a Brighter Future
Through Home Partnership

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is thrilled to celebrate
another milestone through our Home Partnership Program.
We recently partnered with the USDA Section 502 Direct
Loan Program to package a 502 Direct Loan mortgage for
Shamara Gonzalez and her two children, helping them
achieve the dream of first-time homeownership. Through
programs like Home Partnership, Habitat for Humanity helps
families build strength, stability, and self-reliance through
affordable homeownership opportunities. We congratulate
the Gonzalez family on this exciting new chapter and wish
them many years of happiness in the place they now proudly
callhomel!

%[  Visit habitatmc.com/services to learn more about
¥ the programs we offer for families in Monroe
[=] County.
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Suzanne Young-Mercer,
President of the Monroe
County Habitat for
Humanity Board of
Directors

| am personally
grateful for the
opportunity to
support our
dedicated staff
and volunteersin
the important
work they do
every day to
improve the lives
of Monroe
County
residents.”
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Dear Monroe County Habitat for Humanity community members,

As we begin the summer months filled with vacations, travel, and family time, Monroe
County Habitat for Humanity remains grateful for all we have accomplished this year and
excited about the work that continues in the year ahead.

We have been fortunate to receive several grants that will support critical home repairs
and the purchase of vehicles to assist with donation pick-ups and volunteer
transportation to repair sites.

We are deeply grateful for our volunteers and the businesses that support our mission.
Our volunteers are the heart of our organization, helping repair homes and support our
ReStore. We are also thankful for businesses such as Lowe’s Corporation, which we
were honored to recognize at our Annual Breakfast for its ongoing support of our
ReStore on Milford Road.

Every item sold through our ReStore helps strengthen our community because the
dollars spent there remain in Monroe County, directly supporting local residents and
helping families live in safe, healthy homes.

| am personally grateful for the opportunity to support our dedicated staff and volunteers
in the important work they do every day to improve the lives of Monroe County residents.

Enjoy your summer!
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Suzanne Young-Mercer
President
Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors
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a message from our
executive director

Seeing Faith, Hope, and Love in Everything that
We Do

This was my talk from our Annual Community Award Breakfast.

We use words like faith, hope, and love all the time. They're beautiful words.
Powerful words. But if we're honest, they can also become easy words—
comfortable words. Words we say without asking much of ourselves.

Scott J. Fabian,
Executive Director of
Monroe County Habitat We say we have faith.

for Humanity We say we have hope.
.................................. We say we believe in love.

11 But what do those words really mean... if they never leave our lips and become
We see faithwhen  something more?

avolunteer picks o
Because the truthis this:

up a hammer, not Faith is not just something you feel—it's something you do.
becausetheyhave  Hopeisnotjust something you wish for—it’s something you build.
to—but because And love... love is not just something you say —it's something you give away.

they believe

someone they
may never meet We see faith when a Yolunteer picks up a hammer, not because they have to—
but because they believe someone they may never meet deserves a safe place

At Habitat for Humanity, we see this every single day.

deservesasafe i, ..inhome.
place to call
home.” We see hope when a family, who has faced setback after setback, chooses to
believe that tomorrow can be different—and then shows up, puts in their sweat
equity, and builds that future with their own hands.
blueprints | 6 continued on the next page —
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And we see love—real, tangible love—in the way a community comes together. Not just in words, but in
action. Intime given. Inresources shared. In doors opened.

Because ahome is more than four walls and a roof.

It's where a child can sleep safely at night.

It's where a parent can breathe alittle easier.

It's where dignity is restored, stability is created, and futures begin.

And none of that happens because someone simply felt something.

It happens because someone acted.

Because someone decided that faith should look like a hammer and nails.

That hope should look like a foundation poured into the ground.
That love should look like a key placed into a family’s hands.

Sotoday, | want to challenge all of us—not to stop saying these words—but to start living them more
boldly.

Let your faith move you. Let your hope drive you. Let your love cost you something.

Because when we turn these words into action, we don't just change houses—we change lives.

And maybe, just maybe, we change our own inthe process.
Thank you for being people who don't just believe in faith, hope, and love —

...but who are willing to put them to work.

PRo N
|

Scott J. Fabian
Executive Director
Monroe County Habitat for Humanity
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events in the '
community

Habitat Toolbelt: Building Skills
for the Community

/\

On June 18, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity proudly launched the first
session of our new monthly educational series, Habitat Toolbelt. Designed for
local homeowners, DIY enthusiasts, and anyone interested in learning
practical home improvement skills, the series provides hands-oninstructionin
awelcoming environment where participants can build confidence and learn
from experienced professionals. Our inaugural workshop, "Measure Twice,
Cut Once: The Art of the Perfect Cut,” was held at the Monroe County Habitat Habitat Job Site Supervisor, Bill Snell, leading our

ReStore and led by our Site Supervisor and Board of Directors member, Bill first Habitat Toolbelt session, titled “Measure Twice,
Snell. Cut Once: The Art of the Perfect Cut.”

Beginning at 11:00 AM, Bill guided attendees through the safe operation and
proper use of a table saw, demonstrating techniques for making accurate,
professional-quality cuts during the interactive session. Following the
success of our first workshop, we are excited to announce our next Habitat
Toolbelt session, "Stay Grounded: Electric Safety for Volunteers," taking
place on Thursday, July 16, at 11:00 AM at the Monroe County Habitat
ReStore. This session will focus on electrical safety while working ona
jobsite, - practical knowledge and best practices for volunteers and
homeowners alike. Please consider joining us for this next session!

2026 Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner Returns this July!

Our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner returns on Wednesday, July 22,2026, as
Monroe County Habitat for Humanity celebrates the incredible volunteers
who make our mission possible. Join us at the beautiful Shawnee Inn & Golf
Resort for an evening of gratitude featuring dinner, music and dancing, raffles,
and a special awards ceremony recognizing outstanding volunteer service.
Registrationis free for volunteers who have served with us at least once in the
past year, with guest tickets available for $25 each. Please read more about
this special event and learn how to register online on page 15 of this edition
of Blueprints. .

Learn more about our Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner at
habitatmc.com/volunteer-
appreciation-dinner
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events calendar for Summer 2026

. July 2026
upcoming
July 9-13: The Moving Wall | Stroudsburg High School, 1100 West Main
events fOI’ Street, Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Su m mer 2026 July 11: Monroe County ReStore 2-Year Anniversary | 10 AM - 4 PM | Monroe
County ReStore - Get 50% OFF storewide (w/ exclusions)
This upcoming Summer 2026 July 22: Volunteer Appreciation Dinner | 6 PM - 9 PM | Shawnee Inn & Golf
season has plenty of eventsin Resort | 100 Shawnee Inn Drive, Shawnee on Delaware, PA 18356 - FREE

store for Monroe County Habitat for all volunteers, register at habitatmc.com/events

for Humanity. Be sure to follow August 2026
us on Facebook to see any
updates or event changes!

Aug. 1: Middle Smithfield Community Day | 12 PM to 3 PM | Middle Smithfield
Elementary School, 5180 Milford Road, East Stroudsburg, PA - tabling event

Aug. 23-29: West End Fair | 2 PM - 9 PM | West End Fairgrounds, 570
Fairground Rd, Gilbert, PA 18331 - tabling event

September 2026

Sept. 9: MCHFH Golf Tournament | 11 AM -7 PM | Great Bear Golf Club, 1
Great Bear Ct, East Stroudsburg, PA 18302 - register at
habitatmc.com/events

Sept. 12-13: Celebration of the Arts Jazz Festival | 122 PM - 9 PM | Delaware
Water Gap - tabling event

October 2026

October events TBA.

See all upcoming Monroe County
Habitat for Humanity events online at the
QR Code or at habitatmc.com/events
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28th Annual

Tournament
Sept. 9" 2025

28th Annual Golf
Tournament

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is excited to 6:00 PM dinner featuring awards, music, a basket raffle,
announce the return of our Annual Golf Tournament for its and more. For those who may not golf but still want to
28th consecutive year! Taking place on Wednesday, participate, volunteer opportunities will also be available
September 9, 2026, this signature event remains one of throughout the day. All proceeds benefit Monroe County
our largest and most important fundraisers of the year. Habitat for Humanity programs, directly supporting our
Graciously hosted at the Great Bear Golf Club, we invite mission to create safe, affordable, and equitable housingin
the community to join us for a full day of friendly our community. We encourage allinterested participants
competition, connection, and club-swinging funin support toregister by mail or online - don't miss this opportunity to
of our mission. make a lasting impact while enjoying a great day on the
greens.

All are welcome to participate in this year’s tournament.
Individual golfer registrations are available for $125, or
$500 for a foursome. Dinner tickets may also be
purchased for guests who would like to join the evening
celebration. Sponsorship opportunities are available at
multiple levels, including Hole Sponsor ($150), Silver
Sponsor ($375), Gold Sponsor ($600), and Platinum
Sponsor ($1,100), offering meaningful ways for businesses
and supporters toinvest in local affordable housing efforts.
The day will begin with 11:30 AM registration, followed by a
1:00 PM shotgun start. The event will conclude with a

Register for the 28" Annual Golf
Tournament online today, or
consider sponsoring!
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Welcoming New Members
to Our Board of Directors

This past June, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity proudly welcomed five new members to our Board of Directors:
Dave Makarsky, Dr. Whitney Perkins, Danielle Sierra, Kwanza Smith, and Christine Walp. We are excited to welcome
each of these accomplished community leaders and look forward to the knowledge, experience, and passion they will
bring to our organization. Together, they will help guide our mission as we continue building stronger communities
throughout Monroe County. Learn more about each of our newest Board members below.

Dave Makarsky | Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors

“A life-long servant leader with 40 years in the hospitality business, | have always felt a call to serve and to make a profoundly positive difference
in the lives of other people. Having recently retired, | was honored to be asked to serve on the board of directors. A member of St. Matthew
Parish in East Stroudsburg, | find the organization’s faith-based mission compelling. Through our home preservation efforts, we allow ahouse in
need of repairs to become a safe and sound home for residents in our own community. | look forward to using my business skills and my
network to support Habitat for Humanity.”

Dr. Whitney Perkins | Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors

“lam grateful to be joining the Board of Directors at Habitat for Humanity and excited to bring my experience in public health and healthcare to
support its mission. | look forward to collaborating with fellow board members, community partners, and volunteers to advance innovative
solutions that strengthen the health and well-being of our community.”

Danielle Sierra | Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors

"Joining the Board of Directors for Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is an incredible honor and a responsibility | deeply value. As amother, |
know firsthand how important a safe and stable home is to building opportunity, hope, and a brighter future. Habitat's mission reflects the values
| strive to live every day, that when people have a solid & safe foundation, they can thrive. 'm excited to collaborate with this dedicated team and
help create change one home at a time”.

Kwanza Smith | Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors

“lam proud to serve as aboard member for Habitat for Humanity of Monroe County, where | can combine my expertise in grant management,
human services, and economic development to support the organization’s mission. My background enables me to navigate funding landscapes
and help implement housing solutions that promote economic stability for families. Driven by a personal passion for the community, I believe
everyone deserves the opportunity to succeed and turn vision into action, and | am committed to helping improve the quality of life for all.”

Christine Walp | Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors

“lam truly honored and humbled to serve on the Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity of Monroe County. As along-time banking
professional, | have a deep appreciation for the impact that financial stability and homeownership have on individuals and families. In my work
with local businesses and members of the community, | see every day how a safe, stable home can truly change lives and create lasting
opportunities. Habitat's mission strongly resonates with me, and I'm grateful for the opportunity to give back in a meaningful way. | look forward
to collaborating with fellow board members to support the positive impact Habitat continues to make throughout the community.”
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Summer Air Conditioner
Maintenance: What to Do and
Why It Matters

By Paul Suhrie, Board of Directors, Treasurer

“Regular summer maintenance helps your air conditioner run efficiently
when you need it most. Basic tasks include checking the air filter, clearing
debris from the outdoor unit, and making sure vents and registers are open
and unobstructed. A clean system circulates air more freely, reduces strain
onthe compressor, and keeps energy use lower.

Effective dehumidification is another key benefit of a well-maintained unit.
When an air conditioner’s coils are clean and airflow is balanced, it can
remove moisture from the air more effectively. Lower indoor humidity
makes your home feel cooler, reduces the risk of mold growth, and helps
protect wood floors and furniture from warping.

i
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Maintenance also prevents larger, costly breakdowns. Small issues such as
worn belts, clogged drain lines, or low refrigerant can turn into major repairs
ifignored. Routine service keeps temperatures consistent, extends system
lifespan, and helps ensure your AC is ready for heat waves.”

Sponsor Blueprints Newsletter:
Reach Your Community Online!

Promote your business while supporting a great cause by advertising in Monroe County
Habitat for Humanity's quarterly Blueprints newsletter! With a combined estimated
reach of more than 100,000 people across social media, email, SMS, our website, print,
and other outreach channels, Blueprints is an excellent way to connect with local
residents throughout Monroe County and the Poconos. If you're interested in becoming
anewsletter sponsor or learning more about available advertising opportunities, please
contact us at development@habitatmc.com or call (570) 216-4390. All funds raised
through our sponsors stay in Monroe County, and help us continue sharing stories of
hope while building safe, affordable, and equitable housing in our community.

(570) 216-4390 to learn more about sponsorship
opportunities available for the Blueprints newsletter.
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a message to all
Habitat volunteers

Hello Volunteers,

As we step into the second half of the year, | want to take amoment to
reflect on what an incredible season it has already been. The pace has
been steady, the work meaningful, and the impact unmistakable. Our
Critical Repair Program continues to move forward with strength—and
that progress is possible because of you. Our volunteers remain the
foundation of Habitat’s success. In my last letter, | shared a vision close to
my heart:

“Going forward, my hope is that we grow not only in service, butin
connection. Our volunteers can look forward to quarterly gatherings—
moments set aside simply to love on one another, to uplift each other, and
to truly bond. Because a home is not just a structure... it is something held
inthe heart.”

I'm grateful to say that I've seen this spirit come alive on our worksites.
Working side by side has brought us closer, strengthened our teamwork,
and deepened our sense of community. While | haven't yet been able to
launch the quarterly gatherings | envisioned, please know thisis only a
delay—not adenial. With the addition of a new administrative assistant, I'll
be able to shift more of my time toward the “big little things” that help build
community, connection, and joy among our volunteers.

Those gatherings will happen—and | can’t wait to share them with you.

Thank you for sticking, staying, showing up, and serving with such heart.
You are the true MVPs of Habitat, and your dedication continues to
transform homes, families, and neighborhoods.

Yvette Irby-Keitt
Volunteer Coordinator
Monroe County Habitat for Humanity

opportunities at the QR code, or
at habitatmc.com/volunteer
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volunteer

volunteering
with Habitat

Val Makarsky, Starfish
Award recipient Summer
2026

Being named
Volunteer of the
Quarterisan
honor, but the true
reward is seeing
the directimpact
of our collective
hard work right
hereinthe
community | now
callhome.”
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Starfish Award: V10 ELETE Y

Each quarter, we proudly recognize an outstanding volunteer with our Starfish Award,
named in honor of the Starfish Story and its powerful reminder that even small acts of
kindness can make a meaningful difference. The award celebrates individuals who
exemplify exceptional volunteerism and dedication to strengthening our Monroe County
community. For the Summer 2026 quarter, we are honored to recognize Val Makarsky as
our newest Starfish Award recipient.

Since joining Monroe County Habitat for Humanity as a volunteer in September 2025, Val
has become aninvaluable member of our team. She assists in preparing and organizing
client files for our Critical Home Repair and Home Partnership programs, helping families
access affordable housing opportunities through the USDA Section 502 and Section 504
Direct Loan Programs. In addition, Val generously volunteers her time as a grant writer,
preparing the detailed proposals that help secure funding for our programs right here in
Monroe County.

We are incredibly grateful for Val's commitment, professionalism, and willingness to serve
wherever she is needed. Congratulations, Val, on receiving the Summer 2026 Starfish
Award! Thank you for your continued dedication to our mission and for helping us create
strength, stability, and hope throughout our community.

Why do | volunteer at Habitat for Humanity?

“Since moving to the Pocono Mountains in November 2022 and purchasing my homein
Monroe County, | wanted to find a meaningful way to root myself in this wonderful
community. Volunteering as a grant writer for Monroe County Habitat for Humanity has
been the perfectfit. ltis incredibly rewarding to channel my professional experience into
securing funds that build safe, affordable housing for my neighbors. Being named Volunteer
of the Quarter is an honor, but the true reward is seeing the direct impact of our collective
hard work right here in the community | now callhome.”

%35 [E  Visit habitatmc.com/volunteer to learn more about
¥ the opportunities available for those seeking to
[=] volunteer with Monroe County Habitat for Humanity.
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Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner Returns!

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is delighted to announce
the return of our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for 2026! This
special evening is dedicated to celebrating the incredible
volunteers whose time, talent, and dedication make our mission
possible. We invite all volunteers to join us on Wednesday, July
22,2026, for an evening of gratitude, recognition, and
community.

An Evening of Celebration at
Shawnee Inn

This year’s event will be held at the beautiful Shawnee Inn &
Golf Resort. Guests will enjoy a wonderful dinner alongside
music and dancing, raffles, and a special award ceremony

Monroe County

honoring outstanding volunteer commitment and service. It = Habitat

promises to be a memorable night surrounded by the people \ for Humanity"

who help strengthen Monroe County every day. Annual Volunteer £
Appreciation Dinner <

Registrationis free for all volunteers who have volunteered at

least once in the past year. We encourage all eligible volunteers T

toreserve their spot early to help us plan for seating, dinner, and
event activities. Additional guest dinner tickets are available

for $25 each for those who would like to bring family or friends
to sharein the celebration. rsv p
Reserve Your Spot Today

Spaceis limited, so early registration is strongly encouraged.
Register online to confirm your attendance and secure your
place at this year’s celebration. We look forward to gathering
together to honor and thank the volunteers who make our work
possible - and we can’t wait to celebrate you at the 2026
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner!

Appreciation Dinner at
habitatmc.com/events
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ReStore calendar Summer 2026
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July 2026

July 7: Lighting Sale - 40% off all lighting
July 11: Anniversary Sale - 50% off storewide (exclusions apply)
July 16: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)

July 30: Loyalty Member Discount Day - 30% off entire purchase
(exclusions apply)

August 2026

Aug. 4: $10 Tool Day - Tools only $10 each
Aug. 14: Decor Sale - 30% off all decor

Aug. 20: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)

September 2026

Sept. 1: $10 Tool Day - Tools only $10 each
Sept. 9: Patio & Garden sale 40% off

Sept. 11: Loyalty Member Discount Day - 30% off entire purchase
(exclusions apply)

Sept. 17: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)

Seplt.)30: End of Summer Sale - 40% off storewide (exclusions
apply.

October 2026

October Sale Dates TBD
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Affordable Quality

We offer new and gently used
building materials, furniture,
appliances, at below standard retail
pricing.

Volunteer Operated
Volunteers power daily operations,
proving that the ReStore thrives on
community support and generosity.

Diverts from Landfills
We diverted tons of usable
materials from landfills by reselling
quality items at the ReStore.

Follow us on Facebook &
Instagram to get the latest
ReStore sales & news!




ReStore

Celebrating Two Years of the
Monroe County Habitat
ReStore!

This July 11,2026, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is excited to
celebrate the 2nd Anniversary of the soft opening of our ReStore in
Marshalls Creek! Over the past two years, we've grown alongside our
community - expanding our store, remodeling departments, increasing our
days of operation, processing thousands of generous donations, and
welcoming countless shoppers, donors, and volunteers through our doors.
Every purchase and every donation has helped support Monroe County
Habitat for Humanity's mission of building safe, affordable, and equitable
housing right here in our community, and we couldn't have reached this
milestone without your incredible support.

To celebrate, we're inviting the entire community to join us on Saturday,
July 11, from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM for a special 50% OFF Storewide
Anniversary Sale! (with exclusions) Along with incredible savings
throughout the store, we'llhave music, ice cream, and other family-friendly
festivities to help mark this exciting occasion. Whether you've been with us
since day one or are visiting for the first time, we hope you'll stop by,
celebrate with us, and help kick off another great year at the Monroe County
Habitat ReStore.

materials and more? Consider donating to the
Monroe County ReStore today. Learn more —

foL )8

A New Way to Honor Our Monroe
County ReStore Donors

Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is proud to unveil our brand-new, handcrafted ReStore
Donor Recognition Wall, now on display at the Monroe County Habitat ReStore! Created to
honor the generous individuals, businesses, and organizations whose donations help sustain
our mission, the wall will feature custom plagues recognizing outstanding donor support and
commitment. This beautiful piece was handcrafted by longtime Habitat volunteer Joe
Staples, who thoughtfully designed it using layered 2x2 boards to form the silhouette of a
home - a fitting symbol of the safe, affordable housing that Habitat works every day to build,
repair, and preserve throughout Monroe County. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Joe for
donating his time and craftsmanship to create this meaningful display, and we look forward
to recognizing the many donors whose generosity helps make our work possible.
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Monroe County Habitat for Humanity

MonmeCounty [ subscribe online

for Humanity®

2610 Milford Road .
iﬂ" abitat Stroudsburg, PA 18301 i % scan the QR code to receive

(570) 216-4390 the blueprints newsletter online

Thank you for viewing this issue of Monroe County Habitat for Humanity’s
Blueprints Newsletter. Please know it is through community & volunteer
support that we are able to continue our mission of creating safe,
affordable & equitable housing right here in Monroe County.

EI i

Office or ReStore directly, or to learn more about any of the programs mentioned in this
issue of the Blueprints Newsletter.




	news
	Habitat Celebrates Second Annual Community Award Breakfast
	On Wednesday, May 27, 2026, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity proudly hosted our Second Annual Community Award Breakfast, Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future, graciously hosted by Camelback Resort. The event brought together community leaders, supporters, volunteers, partners, and friends to celebrate two significant milestones: the 50th Anniversary of Habitat for Humanity International and to recognize one of our longtime community partners, Lowe's Home Improvement, for their continued generosity and commitment to our mission.
	Building on the success of last year's Blueprints & Breakfast, which honored Weiler Abrasives, this year's breakfast continued a growing tradition of bringing our community together in support of safe, affordable, and equitable housing throughout Monroe County. The morning began at 8:00 AM in Camelback Resort's conference ballroom, where attendees gathered for breakfast before hearing an opening prayer from Semih Kiyma of the Chestnut Retreat Center.
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Executive Director Scott J. Fabian then welcomed guests with remarks reflecting on Habitat for Humanity International's 50 years of building strength, stability, and self-reliance through shelter. Fabian also reaffirmed our affiliate's ongoing commitment to expanding access to safe, affordable, and equitable housing throughout Monroe County.
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	Honoring Lowe's Home Improvement
	Following breakfast, Fabian invited Donna and Tyler, managers of the Mount Pocono Lowe's Home Improvement, to accept this year's Community Award. Their store was recognized for its outstanding partnership with the Monroe County Habitat for Humanity ReStore, generously donating brand-new products since the store's opening two years ago. Their continued support has helped strengthen the ReStore while directly advancing Habitat's mission within our community. The presentation concluded with commemorative plaques and photographs celebrating the Lowe's team and their dedication to helping local families.

	Thank You to Our Supporters
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity extends our sincere gratitude to everyone who made this event possible. Thank you to our volunteers for their hard work, Camelback Resort for their outstanding hospitality, and to all who attended in support of our mission. We also gratefully acknowledge our event sponsors: Barbara J. Hill, Camelback Resort, Mark Dodel & Dr. Patricia Rylko, the Mattioli Foundation, the Andie Katz Team, Wilkins & Associates, the Abeloff Foundation, First Northern Bank and Trust, and Kistler Printing Company.

	Looking Ahead
	We look forward to continuing this tradition at our Third Annual Community Award Breakfast next year and thank our community for its unwavering support of affordable housing in Monroe County. Together, we are honoring our past, building our future, and creating lasting opportunities for local families to achieve the strength, stability, and independence that comes with a place to call home.
	View photos of our Second Annual Community Award Breakfast online.
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	news

	Jesus was a carpenter, and a builder. Through Habitat, we have been privileged to become builders, too, not only of houses, but of families, lives and hope.”
	-President Jimmy Carter, Habitat for Humanity Volunteer
	Together, we can ensure that everyone  in Monroe County has a safe, affordable, & equitable place to live.
	Building a Brighter Future Through Home Partnership
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is thrilled to celebrate another milestone through our Home Partnership Program. We recently partnered with the USDA Section 502 Direct Loan Program to package a 502 Direct Loan mortgage for Shamara Gonzalez and her two children, helping them achieve the dream of first-time homeownership. Through programs like Home Partnership, Habitat for Humanity helps families build strength, stability, and self-reliance through affordable homeownership opportunities. We congratulate the Gonzalez family on this exciting new chapter and wish them many years of happiness in the place they now proudly call home!
	Visit habitatmc.com/services to learn more about the programs we offer for families in Monroe County.
	news

	a message from our president
	Dear Monroe County Habitat for Humanity community members,
	As we begin the summer months filled with vacations, travel, and family time, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity remains grateful for all we have accomplished this year and excited about the work that continues in the year ahead.
	We have been fortunate to receive several grants that will support critical home repairs and the purchase of vehicles to assist with donation pick-ups and volunteer transportation to repair sites.
	We are deeply grateful for our volunteers and the businesses that support our mission. Our volunteers are the heart of our organization, helping repair homes and support our ReStore. We are also thankful for businesses such as Lowe’s Corporation, which we were honored to recognize at our Annual Breakfast for its ongoing support of our ReStore on Milford Road.
	Every item sold through our ReStore helps strengthen our community because the dollars spent there remain in Monroe County, directly supporting local residents and helping families live in safe, healthy homes.
	I am personally grateful for the opportunity to support our dedicated staff and volunteers in the important work they do every day to improve the lives of Monroe County residents.
	Enjoy your summer!

	Suzanne Young-Mercer President Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors
	I am personally grateful for the opportunity to support our dedicated staff and volunteers in the important work they do every day to improve the lives of Monroe County residents.”
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	a message from our executive director
	Seeing Faith, Hope, and Love in Everything that We Do
	This was my talk from our Annual Community Award Breakfast.
	We use words like faith, hope, and love all the time. They’re beautiful words. Powerful words. But if we’re honest, they can also become easy words—comfortable words. Words we say without asking much of ourselves.
	We say we have faith. We say we have hope. We say we believe in love.
	But what do those words really mean… if they never leave our lips and become something more?
	Because the truth is this: Faith is not just something you feel—it’s something you do. Hope is not just something you wish for—it’s something you build. And love… love is not just something you say—it’s something you give away.
	At Habitat for Humanity, we see this every single day.
	We see faith when a volunteer picks up a hammer, not because they have to—but because they believe someone they may never meet deserves a safe place to call home.
	We see hope when a family, who has faced setback after setback, chooses to believe that tomorrow can be different—and then shows up, puts in their sweat equity, and builds that future with their own hands.
	We see faith when a volunteer picks up a hammer, not because they have to—but because they believe someone they may never meet deserves a safe place to call home.”
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	news
	← continued from the previous page
	And we see love—real, tangible love—in the way a community comes together. Not just in words, but in action. In time given. In resources shared. In doors opened.
	Because a home is more than four walls and a roof.
	It’s where a child can sleep safely at night. It’s where a parent can breathe a little easier. It’s where dignity is restored, stability is created, and futures begin.
	And none of that happens because someone simply felt something.
	It happens because someone acted.
	Because someone decided that faith should look like a hammer and nails. That hope should look like a foundation poured into the ground.  That love should look like a key placed into a family’s hands.
	So today, I want to challenge all of us—not to stop saying these words—but to start living them more boldly.
	Let your faith move you. Let your hope drive you. Let your love cost you something.
	Because when we turn these words into action, we don’t just change houses—we change lives.
	And maybe, just maybe, we change our own in the process.
	Thank you for being people who don’t just believe in faith, hope, and love—
	…but who are willing to put them to work.
	Scott J. Fabian Executive Director Monroe County Habitat for Humanity
	community


	events in the community
	Habitat Toolbelt: Building Skills for the Community
	On June 18, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity proudly launched the first session of our new monthly educational series, Habitat Toolbelt. Designed for local homeowners, DIY enthusiasts, and anyone interested in learning practical home improvement skills, the series provides hands-on instruction in a welcoming environment where participants can build confidence and learn from experienced professionals. Our inaugural workshop, "Measure Twice, Cut Once: The Art of the Perfect Cut," was held at the Monroe County Habitat ReStore and led by our Site Supervisor and Board of Directors member, Bill Snell.
	Beginning at 11:00 AM, Bill guided attendees through the safe operation and proper use of a table saw, demonstrating techniques for making accurate, professional-quality cuts during the interactive session. Following the success of our first workshop, we are excited to announce our next Habitat Toolbelt session, "Stay Grounded: Electric Safety for Volunteers," taking place on Thursday, July 16, at 11:00 AM at the Monroe County Habitat ReStore. This session will focus on electrical safety while working on a jobsite, - practical knowledge and best practices for volunteers and homeowners alike. Please consider joining us for this next session!

	2026 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Returns this July!
	Our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner returns on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, as Monroe County Habitat for Humanity celebrates the incredible volunteers who make our mission possible. Join us at the beautiful Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort for an evening of gratitude featuring dinner, music and dancing, raffles, and a special awards ceremony recognizing outstanding volunteer service. Registration is free for volunteers who have served with us at least once in the past year, with guest tickets available for $25 each. Please read more about this special event and learn how to register online on page 15 of this edition of Blueprints.

	learn more online
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	events calendar for Summer 2026
	July 2026
	August 2026
	September 2026
	October 2026

	upcoming events for Summer 2026
	This upcoming Summer 2026 season has plenty of events in store for Monroe County Habitat for Humanity. Be sure to follow us on Facebook to see any updates or event changes!


	upcoming events
	See all upcoming Monroe County Habitat for Humanity events online at the QR Code or at habitatmc.com/events
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	28th Annual
	Golf Tournament
	Sept. 9th 2025


	28th Annual Golf Tournament
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is excited to announce the return of our Annual Golf Tournament for its 28th consecutive year! Taking place on Wednesday, September 9, 2026, this signature event remains one of our largest and most important fundraisers of the year. Graciously hosted at the Great Bear Golf Club, we invite the community to join us for a full day of friendly competition, connection, and club-swinging fun in support of our mission.
	All are welcome to participate in this year’s tournament. Individual golfer registrations are available for $125, or $500 for a foursome. Dinner tickets may also be purchased for guests who would like to join the evening celebration. Sponsorship opportunities are available at multiple levels, including Hole Sponsor ($150), Silver Sponsor ($375), Gold Sponsor ($600), and Platinum Sponsor ($1,100), offering meaningful ways for businesses and supporters to invest in local affordable housing efforts. The day will begin with 11:30 AM registration, followed by a 1:00 PM shotgun start. The event will conclude with a
	6:00 PM dinner featuring awards, music, a basket raffle, and more. For those who may not golf but still want to participate, volunteer opportunities will also be available throughout the day. All proceeds benefit Monroe County Habitat for Humanity programs, directly supporting our mission to create safe, affordable, and equitable housing in our community. We encourage all interested participants to register by mail or online - don’t miss this opportunity to make a lasting impact while enjoying a great day on the greens.
	register online
	community

	Welcoming New Members to Our Board of Directors
	This past June, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity proudly welcomed five new members to our Board of Directors: Dave Makarsky, Dr. Whitney Perkins, Danielle Sierra, Kwanza Smith, and Christine Walp. We are excited to welcome each of these accomplished community leaders and look forward to the knowledge, experience, and passion they will bring to our organization. Together, they will help guide our mission as we continue building stronger communities throughout Monroe County. Learn more about each of our newest Board members below.
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	Summer Air Conditioner Maintenance: What to Do and Why It Matters
	By Paul Suhrie, Board of Directors, Treasurer
	“Regular summer maintenance helps your air conditioner run efficiently when you need it most. Basic tasks include checking the air filter, clearing debris from the outdoor unit, and making sure vents and registers are open and unobstructed. A clean system circulates air more freely, reduces strain on the compressor, and keeps energy use lower.
	Effective dehumidification is another key benefit of a well-maintained unit. When an air conditioner’s coils are clean and airflow is balanced, it can remove moisture from the air more effectively. Lower indoor humidity makes your home feel cooler, reduces the risk of mold growth, and helps protect wood floors and furniture from warping.
	Maintenance also prevents larger, costly breakdowns. Small issues such as worn belts, clogged drain lines, or low refrigerant can turn into major repairs if ignored. Routine service keeps temperatures consistent, extends system lifespan, and helps ensure your AC is ready for heat waves.”

	Sponsor Blueprints Newsletter: Reach Your Community Online!
	Promote your business while supporting a great cause by advertising in Monroe County Habitat for Humanity's quarterly Blueprints newsletter! With a combined estimated reach of more than 100,000 people across social media, email, SMS, our website, print, and other outreach channels, Blueprints is an excellent way to connect with local residents throughout Monroe County and the Poconos. If you're interested in becoming a newsletter sponsor or learning more about available advertising opportunities, please contact us at development@habitatmc.com or call (570) 216-4390. All funds raised through our sponsors stay in Monroe County, and help us continue sharing stories of hope while building safe, affordable, and equitable housing in our community.
	volunteer


	a message to all Habitat volunteers
	Hello Volunteers,
	As we step into the second half of the year, I want to take a moment to reflect on what an incredible season it has already been. The pace has been steady, the work meaningful, and the impact unmistakable. Our Critical Repair Program continues to move forward with strength—and that progress is possible because of you. Our volunteers remain the foundation of Habitat’s success. In my last letter, I shared a vision close to my heart:
	“Going forward, my hope is that we grow not only in service, but in connection. Our volunteers can look forward to quarterly gatherings—moments set aside simply to love on one another, to uplift each other, and to truly bond. Because a home is not just a structure… it is something held in the heart.”
	I’m grateful to say that I’ve seen this spirit come alive on our worksites. Working side by side has brought us closer, strengthened our teamwork, and deepened our sense of community. While I haven’t yet been able to launch the quarterly gatherings I envisioned, please know this is only a delay—not a denial. With the addition of a new administrative assistant, I’ll be able to shift more of my time toward the “big little things” that help build community, connection, and joy among our volunteers.
	Those gatherings will happen—and I can’t wait to share them with you.
	Thank you for sticking, staying, showing up, and serving with such heart. You are the true MVPs of Habitat, and your dedication continues to transform homes, families, and neighborhoods.
	Yvette Irby-Keitt Volunteer Coordinator Monroe County Habitat for Humanity

	volunteer with us
	Learn more about our volunteer opportunities at the QR code, or at habitatmc.com/volunteer
	volunteer


	volunteering with Habitat
	Starfish Award:  Val Makarsky
	Each quarter, we  proudly recognize an outstanding volunteer with our Starfish Award, named in honor of the Starfish Story and its powerful reminder that even small acts of kindness can make a meaningful difference. The award celebrates individuals who exemplify exceptional volunteerism and dedication to strengthening our Monroe County community. For the Summer 2026 quarter, we are honored to recognize Val Makarsky as our newest Starfish Award recipient.
	Since joining Monroe County Habitat for Humanity as a volunteer in September 2025, Val has become an invaluable member of our team. She assists in preparing and organizing client files for our Critical Home Repair and Home Partnership programs, helping families access affordable housing opportunities through the USDA Section 502 and Section 504 Direct Loan Programs. In addition, Val generously volunteers her time as a grant writer, preparing the detailed proposals that help secure funding for our programs right here in Monroe County.
	We are incredibly grateful for Val's commitment, professionalism, and willingness to serve wherever she is needed. Congratulations, Val, on receiving the Summer 2026 Starfish Award! Thank you for your continued dedication to our mission and for helping us create strength, stability, and hope throughout our community.
	Why do I volunteer at Habitat for Humanity?
	“Since moving to the Pocono Mountains in November 2022 and purchasing my home in Monroe County, I wanted to find a meaningful way to root myself in this wonderful community. Volunteering as a grant writer for Monroe County Habitat for Humanity has been the perfect fit. It is incredibly rewarding to channel my professional experience into securing funds that build safe, affordable housing for my neighbors. Being named Volunteer of the Quarter is an honor, but the true reward is seeing the direct impact of our collective hard work right here in the community I now call home.”
	Being named Volunteer of the Quarter is an honor, but the true reward is seeing the direct impact of our collective hard work right here in the community I now call home.”
	Visit habitatmc.com/volunteer to learn more about the opportunities available for those seeking to volunteer with Monroe County Habitat for Humanity.


	community


	Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Returns!
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is delighted to announce the return of our Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for 2026! This special evening is dedicated to celebrating the incredible volunteers whose time, talent, and dedication make our mission possible. We invite all volunteers to join us on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, for an evening of gratitude, recognition, and community.
	An Evening of Celebration at Shawnee Inn
	This year’s event will be held at the beautiful Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort. Guests will enjoy a wonderful dinner alongside music and dancing, raffles, and a special award ceremony honoring outstanding volunteer commitment and service. It promises to be a memorable night surrounded by the people who help strengthen Monroe County every day.
	Registration is free for all volunteers who have volunteered at least once in the past year. We encourage all eligible volunteers to reserve their spot early to help us plan for seating, dinner, and event activities. Additional guest dinner tickets are available for $25 each for those who would like to bring family or friends to share in the celebration.

	Reserve Your Spot Today
	Space is limited, so early registration is strongly encouraged. Register online to confirm your attendance and secure your place at this year’s celebration. We look forward to gathering together to honor and thank the volunteers who make our work possible - and we can’t wait to celebrate you at the 2026 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner!
	Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner


	rsvp online
	RSVP for the 2026 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at habitatmc.com/events
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	ReStore

	The Monroe County ReStore
	ReStore calendar Summer 2026
	July 2026
	July 7: Lighting Sale - 40% off all lighting
	July 11: Anniversary Sale - 50% off storewide (exclusions apply)
	July 16: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)
	July 30:  Loyalty Member Discount Day - 30% off entire purchase (exclusions apply)

	August 2026
	Aug. 4: $10 Tool Day - Tools only $10 each
	Aug. 14: Decor Sale - 30% off all decor
	Aug. 20: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)

	September 2026
	Sept. 1: $10 Tool Day - Tools only $10 each
	Sept. 9: Patio & Garden sale 40% off
	Sept. 11: Loyalty Member Discount Day - 30% off entire purchase (exclusions apply)
	Sept. 17: Thrifty Thursday - 30% off storewide (exclusions apply)
	Sept. 30: End of Summer Sale - 40% off storewide (exclusions apply)

	October 2026
	October Sale Dates TBD
	Affordable Quality We offer new and gently used building materials, furniture, appliances, at below standard retail pricing.
	Volunteer Operated Volunteers power daily operations, proving that the ReStore thrives on community support and generosity.
	Diverts from Landfills We diverted tons of usable materials from landfills by reselling quality items at the ReStore.


	follow us online
	ReStore

	Celebrating Two Years of the Monroe County Habitat ReStore!
	This July 11, 2026, Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is excited to celebrate the 2nd Anniversary of the soft opening of our ReStore in Marshalls Creek! Over the past two years, we've grown alongside our community - expanding our store, remodeling departments, increasing our days of operation, processing thousands of generous donations, and welcoming countless shoppers, donors, and volunteers through our doors. Every purchase and every donation has helped support Monroe County Habitat for Humanity's mission of building safe, affordable, and equitable housing right here in our community, and we couldn't have reached this milestone without your incredible support.
	To celebrate, we're inviting the entire community to join us on Saturday, July 11, from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM for a special 50% OFF Storewide Anniversary Sale! (with exclusions) Along with incredible savings throughout the store, we'll have music, ice cream, and other family-friendly festivities to help mark this exciting occasion. Whether you've been with us since day one or are visiting for the first time, we hope you'll stop by, celebrate with us, and help kick off another great year at the Monroe County Habitat ReStore.
	2-Year Anniversary
	25 STOREWIDE* 7/11/2026


	% off
	Have old, good condition furniture, tools, building materials and more? Consider donating to the Monroe County ReStore today. Learn more →

	A New Way to Honor Our Monroe County ReStore Donors
	Monroe County Habitat for Humanity is proud to unveil our brand-new, handcrafted ReStore Donor Recognition Wall, now on display at the Monroe County Habitat ReStore! Created to honor the generous individuals, businesses, and organizations whose donations help sustain our mission, the wall will feature custom plaques recognizing outstanding donor support and commitment. This beautiful piece was handcrafted by longtime Habitat volunteer Joe Staples, who thoughtfully designed it using layered 2×2 boards to form the silhouette of a home - a fitting symbol of the safe, affordable housing that Habitat works every day to build, repair, and preserve throughout Monroe County. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Joe for donating his time and craftsmanship to create this meaningful display, and we look forward to recognizing the many donors whose generosity helps make our work possible.

	Thank you for viewing this issue of Monroe County Habitat for Humanity’s Blueprints Newsletter. Please know it is through community & volunteer support that we are able to continue our mission of creating safe, affordable & equitable housing right here in Monroe County.
	If you are interested in supporting us directly, through donations of your time, money, or through charitable ReStore donations, please contact us through the information below.
	Visit habitatmc.com/contact to contact either the Monroe County Habitat for Humanity Office or ReStore directly, or to learn more about any of the programs mentioned in this issue of the Blueprints Newsletter.


